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REF: CGircular Telegram 73836 (State/USIA/DOD/ACDA), October 27,196 


SUBJECT: 
There are indications that the Chinese Communists are prepar- 
ing for a fifth nuclear test. State Dept spokesman made follow! 


Communist China's Nuclear-Missile Program in Perspective 


NOTE: POUCHED BY OC/T. 
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[pubiic statement at noon briefing November 29: 
QUOTE We have reason to believe that another Chinese Communist 
Hubieee test will take place in the near future at their usual test 
site in Lop Nor. This continuation of Chinese atmospheric testing 
i 


relects the determination of the Chinese Communists to move ahead in 


their nuclear weapons development program in defiance of world opinion 


wee 
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as expressed by the more than one hundred nations which have signed 


the Test Ban Treaty of 1963. UNQUOTE 


na 


It is important that public and private statements by US officials 
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keep the Chinese program in balanced perspective. You should be 
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prepared to respond to questions, emphasizing these points as necessary: 
' BEGIN UNCLASSIFIED | | | 
L. The ability to make nuclear weapons and missiles isno longer 
secret or exclusive, as the technology has become known and discussed 
widely among scientists of many nations over the past several years. 
At least half a dozen nations -- such as Canada, Sweden, India and 
Japan -- could turn their peaceful scientific knowledge to weapons if 
they chose ve euler on the massive engineering program required and 


» thus to subject their people to the severe sacrifices Communist China 


; “Mis undergoing. 
an : 2. There is 
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| ; 2.. There is no doubt that the Communist Chinese can produce 
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workable nuclear and thermonuclear weapons and missiles, as could the 
nations mentioned above. They have had almost a decade to work on x¥ 


the nuclear and missile information and material which the Soviet 


Xu 
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inion was giving them until the Soviet aid program stopped in 1960. 
There is evidence that the short-to-medium range missile the Chinese 


are working on is a Chinese adaptation of an obsolescent Soviet model 


which first became operational in the middle 1950's and was acquired 
by the Chinese in the late '50s. On the nuclear side, the Chinese 


have been working on thermonuclear (hydrogen or "H'' devices), and can 


pe expected to test them. 


3. The real question is not whether the Chinese can produce 


workable weapons, but whether they pose a threat which cannot be 
debereed: Any nuclear capability they may develop will never match 
the greater nuclear power of the US and the Soviet Union and, as the 
President has said, we can and will deter the Chinese so that they & 


could never rationally use their nuclear weapons for aggressive 


fe 


purposes, 


Our view of deterrence of Chinése nuclear aggression is provided 


by these authoritative statements of US policy: 
President 
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I peteeden: Johnson, In Malaysia, October 30, 1966: QUOTE The leaders 






of China must realize that any nuclear capability they can develop 
can -- and will -- be deterred. A peaceful China can expect friend- 


ship and cooperation . . a reckless China can expect vigilance and 


strength. UNQUOTE 
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Secretary McNamara, in an interviw published August 9, 1966; ink 
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in the Chuo Koron of Tokyo: QUOTE We do not envision any circumstances © 
in which it would be less than suicide for the Chinese to employ their 

nuclear weapons. We believe that dhe Chinese understand this. UNQUOTE 
- 4, The Communist Chinese leaders eeveatnty realize that nuclear | 


war would be enormously destructive for mainland China. We believe 


they are as interested as we in avoiding a nuclear confrontation 


5.. It is to be hoped that the Chinese Government will one day 


realize that the misguided pursuit of nuclear prestige is not in the 


interests of the Chinese people. Aside from the crushing economic 
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burden, the nuclear-missile program | X3 
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cannot hide or offset China's notorious domestic turmoil. While the fs 
nuclear tests go on, they will cause extra resentment against China's F 


Communist regime through needless accumulation of harmful fallout 
whic. . 
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og eee the world hoped had been made obsolete by the Test Ban Treaty 


y | of 1963. 
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